Application No. 10/787,135 

Reply to Office Action of February 2, 2005 

Amendments to the Claims 

The current listing of the claims replaces all previous amendments and Ustings of the 

claims. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A key for unlocking a toner hopper of an image forming 
. apparatus, comprising: 
a first member; 

at least one protrusion first projection attached to said first member, said protmsion 
first projection configured to unlock a first locking-type toner hopper of an image forming 
apparatus; and 

at least one second projection attached to the first member, the second proiection 
configured to unlock a second locking-tvpe toner hopp er. 

wherein said key is not formed monoUthically with a toner container. 

2. (Currently Amended) The key according to claim 1, wherein said at least one first 
projection includes at least two first projections configured to be received by, and unlock a 
lock of [[a]] the first toner hopper of an imago forming apparatus . 

3. (Currently Amended) The key according to claim 2, wherein said at least two first 
projections have a first spacing, and wherein said at least two first projections are 
substantially rectangular, and have a width sufficient to allow said at least two first 
projections to be received by two slots included on the lock of the first hopper. 

4. (Currently Amended) ^fhe A key according to claim 2. for unlocking a toner 
ho pper of an image forming apparatus, comprising: 

a first member: and 

at least one proiection attached to said first member, said projection configured to 
unlock a locking-type toner hopper of an image forming apparatus: 

wherein said key is not formed monolithicallv with a toner container. 



3 



Application No. 10/787,135 

Reply to Office Action of February 2, 2005 

wherein said at least one projection includes at least two first projections configured 
to be received bv, and unlock a lock of a toner hopper of an image forming apparatus, and 

wherein said at least two projections have a first spacing, and wherein said key fiirther 
comprises at least two second projections having a second spacing, said second spacing larger 
than said first spacing. 

5. (Original) The key according to claim 4, fiirther comprising a first indicia 
corresponding to said first at least two projections; and 

a second indicia corresponding to said at least two second projections. 

6. (Original) The key according to claim 4, wherein said at least two first projections 
are provided on an opposite side of said first member firom said at least two second 
projections. 

7. (Currently Amended) ^Bbe A key according to claim L for unlocking a toner 
ho pper of an image forming apparatus, comprising: 

a first member: and 

at least one projection attached to said first member, said projection configured to 

unlock a locking-tvpe toner hopper of an image forming apparatus: 

wherein said key is not formed monolithicallv with a toner container, and 
wherein said key includes a plurality of projections arranged to be received by and 

imlock, at least two different locking-type toner hoppers. 

8. (Currently Amended) The A toner refill kit for refilling a locking hopper of an 
image forming apparatus, said kit comprising the combination of: 

a first container containing toner; and 

a key having at least one projection configured to be received by and milock a lock of 
a toner hopper of an image forming apparatus; 

wherein said key is not monolithically formed with said first container. 
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9. (Currently Amended) ^Fhe A toner refill kit according to claim 8 . furth e r 
comprising for refilling a locking hopper of an image forming apparatus, said kit comprising 
the combination of: 

a first container containing toner: 

a key having at least one projection configured to be received bv and imlock a lock of 
a toner hopper of an image forming apparatus: and 

a second container configured to store said key, said second container configured to 
engage with said first container^ 

wherein said kev is not monolithicallv formed with said first container . 

10. (Original) The kit according to claim 8, wherein said at least one projection of 
said key comprises at least two projections configured to be received by a lock of a locking- 
type toner hopper of an image forming apparatus. 

1 1 . (New) A key for unlocking a toner hopper of an image forming apparatus, 
comprising: 

a body member 

means for xmlocking a first locking-type toner hopper of an image forming apparatus, 
the means for unlocking a first hopper disposed on the body member; and 

means for unlocking a second locking-type toner hopper, the means for unlocking a 
second hopper disposed on the body member. 

12. (New) The key according to claim 1 1, wherein the key is separate fi-om a toner 
container. 

13. (New) The key according to claim 1 1, wherein the key is not configured to 
container toner. 
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14. (New) The key according to claim 1 1, wherein the means for unlocking a first 
hopper and the means for imlocking a second hopper extend from the body member in 
directions different from one another. 

15. (New) The key according to claim 11, wherein the means for unlocking a first 
hopper comprise at least one first projection. 

16. (New) The key according to claim 1 1, wherein the means for unlocking a first 
hopper comprises at least two first projections and the means for imlocking a second hopper 
comprises at least two second projections. 

17. (New) The key according to claim 16, wherein a distance between the at least 
two firet projections is larger than a distance between the at least two second projections. 

1 8. (New) The toner refill kit according to claim 8, wherein the key comprises a 
protrusion configured to be received by and unlock a lock of another toner hopper. 

19. (New) The toner refill kit according to claim 18, wherein the projection 
comprises at least two projections, and the protrusion comprises at least two protrusions. 

20. (New) The toner refill kit according to claim 19, wherein a distance between the 
at least two projections is greater than a distance between the at least two protrusions. 
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